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Our Inquiry-based Model Fosters Curiosity. 

Kids are born curious! Here at the Einstein Project, we believe that a student's education should 

foster that curiosity. On a regular basis, students need opportunities to explore their ideas using 

hands-on learning. This type of learning promotes critical thinking skills that will allow students 

to analyze information and solve complex real world programs. This demands the learning goes 

beyond the memorization of terminology and facts. Our model allows students to utilize 

strategies and practices to engage with the content in developmentally appropriate ways similar 

to the ways of the professionals working in STEM fields. 

A well-designed curriculum should be inquiry-based in which educators engage diverse practices 

that are used by the experts in the field.  A curriculum designed to include these real-life 

practices is appropriate for all ages of learners.   

To accomplish this the Einstein Project believes wholeheartedly in the LASER model developed 

by the Smithsonian Science Education Center.  The acronym stands for Leadership and 

Assistance for Science Education Reform and it includes 5 key elements: 1) a robust research 

based curriculum, 2) differentiated and continuous professional development, 3) administrative 

and community support, 4) materials support, and 5) comprehensive assessment.   

A 2010 study conducted by the Center for Research in Educational Policy (CREP) at the 

University of Memphis looked at approximately 60,000 students over the course of three 

years.  There were four key findings from this study: 

1. Students receiving instruction supported by the LASER model showed statistically 

significant gains on standardized assessments when compared to students not supported 

by the LASER Model. 

2. The gains were also statistically significantly higher for students who need it the most 

(English Language Learners, those with IEPs, and economically disadvantaged students) 

when compared to those not utilizing the LASER model. 

3. Achievement in both math and reading were also statistically significantly higher for 

schools utilizing the LASER model. 

4. The professional development associated with the LASER model left the teachers feeling 

approximately 20% more prepared than those who received traditional professional 

development. 
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