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2020. What once was a statement of clarity of vision, now will reside in history 
books as an indicator of challenging mes. When 2020 began, the Einstein 
Project was s ll ge ng se led in our new home at the Brown County STEM 
Innova on Center on the UW-Green Bay campus. I had only a few months in as 
the new Execu ve Director when the State of Wisconsin shut down opera ons 
with a stay-at-home order. All orders for curriculum, all professional 
development, and all student makerspace workshops were cancelled. 

The Einstein project was on a path to new growth and new opportuni es with 
new curriculum, new leadership, and a new makerspace in a new home. COVID
-19 put those plans on pause. Everything that we stand for in educa onal 
depends on hands-on, experien al learning. 

Yet, like so many, we show up and look for opportuni es to move forward. 
PleaseÊtakeÊsomeÊ meÊtoÊreadÊtheseÊpages.ÊLearnÊaboutÊourÊefforts,Ê
challenges,ÊandÊvisionÊforÊwhereÊweÊcanÊtakeÊSTEMÊeduca onÊbeyondÊ2020.Ê
Thank you for your support in the past and for your considera on of a gi  now 
that can sustain us today and help us bring high-quality STEM learning back to 
kids in the future. 

A YEAR LIKE NO OTHER 

Chad Janowski 
Execu ve Director 



3 Year Strategic 
Priori es 

Mission 
Providing support and innova on for excellence in STEAM educa on 
through experien al learning  

Vision 
All students deserve robust and enriching educa onal experiences. 
Classroom teachers face a mul tude of challenges preven ng them 
from helping every child to reach their poten al. The Einstein Project is 
changing that by providing high-quality curriculum, engaging hands-on 
materials, and professional learning 
opportuni es. We aim to make STEAM 
educa on easy and affordable, while 
pushing all students to make sense of the 
world and design a be er future.  

Get more people 
talking about us 

Get more 
people using 

us 

Build more 
partnerships 

To serve more people, 
we must show up and 
put meaningful work 

before them. 



EINSTEIN PROJECT BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Officers 

President: Randy Van Straten 
 Vice President Business & Personal Health Solu ons, Bellin Health 

Vice President: Bob Mathews 
 Chief Financial Officer, Northeast Wisconsin Technical College 

Secretary: Neil Van Dyke 
 Vice President, Foth 

Treasurer: Steve Marshall 
 Vice President—Commercial Banking, First Business Bank 

Members 
Lars Batzel, Senior Director-Fresh Merchandising, Fes val Foods 

Paul Blindauer, Vice President, GEI Consultants 

Amanda Fischer, Food Safety & Quality Director, Schreiber Foods 

Chad Janowski, Execu ve Director, Einstein Project 

Eric Larsen, Director of Learning & Assessment, CESA 6 

Merry Lee Lison, Third Coast Financial Consultant, Thrivent Financial 

Jill Ray, A orney, Law Firm of Conway, Olejniczak & Jerry, S.C. 

Jill Re ler, Financial Planning & Analysis Director, Sanimax 

Mark Williams, President, Williams Auto Body 

      Opportuni es for you to contribute your exper se in… 

· Finance 

· Human Resources 

· Marke ng 

· Educa on 

Do you have interest in serving on a board commi ee? 

CallÊourÊofficeÊtoÊ
learnÊmore… 

920-884-8800 



         For the last 30 years, the Einstein Project has been 
providing curriculum, instruc onal materials, and professional learning 
for K-8 teachers.  In addi on to the support we offer to teachers, and 
schools, we now also run a makerspace at the Brown County STEM 
Innova on Center on the UW-Green Bay Campus. 

Our curriculum and professional learning offerings have expanded, we 
support schools se ng up their own makerspaces, and we sell maker 
project kits, Crea vity Scrimmages, and workshops online and on 
campus. In addi on, our mobile makerspace is ready to hit the 
neighborhood parks and community events across Northeast Wisconsin. 

MEMBERSHIP 

BIRTHDAY PARTIES 

KITS & CHALLENGES 



Einstein Project curriculum is 

used in 35 school districts; 

reaching an es mated 24,000 
students annually. 

Over 500 educators annually use the 

Einstein Project for their professional         

learning.  

The Einstein Project facilitated Maker’s 

Mindset workshops in 38 schools 

across Wisconsin. 

Between 200-250 makerspace experiences 

occur annually with K-12 students  

through field trips and workshops. 

Tinker Tuesdays @ Title Town 

Park a racted 80-100 
par cipants weekly. 



COVID-19 IMPACT & RESPONSE 

COVID-19 has had a profound impact on our 
personal lives, our economy, and our educa onal 
systems. The Einstein Project felt the impact first 
hand with the cancella on of all units for the 
spring of 2020. That resulted in aÊlossÊofÊ1/3ÊofÊourÊprogramÊrevenueÊfor 
the year. Yet, our staff remained resilient and determined to con nue to 
serve our community. 

We teamed up with NE Wisconsin 3D Printers (a Facebook group) led by 

Tom Rueckl to produce and donate 6000 3D printed face shields for 

frontline healthcare, police, fire, and rescue workers. In total 64 

individuals ran over 100 printers nonstop to provide this valuable 
protec ve equipment when it was needed. 

In-Kind Dona ons 
Coex, LLC 
D & S Machine 
Griffin Industries 
Hobbytown USA 
Laserform, LLC  
MCL 
NEW Plas cs 
Thunder Custom Products  
Wild Blue Technologies   

Financial support from 

over 50 corporate and 
individual donors 

totaling over $7000 

COVID-19 Face Shields Project 



COVID-19 IMPACT & RESPONSE (CONTINUED) 

The rapid move to remote learning in the 
spring of 2020 was a 
monumental shi  for many 
educators. To ensure that 
students were s ll able to engage 
with hands-on learning and sense-
making, we developed resources 
and made recommenda ons to help 
teachers deliver remote instruc on for our  
units. StudentsÊneedÊrichÊopportuni esÊtoÊengageÊwithÊtheÊscien ficÊ
ideas,ÊworkÊthroughÊfiguringÊoutÊwhatÊtheyÊmeanÊandÊhowÊtheyÊareÊ
useful. Our work aimed at taking on the planning and prepara on to 
allow teachers to focus on student engagement and learning. 

Remote Learning Curriculum Adapta ons 

COVID-19 Curriculum Support 
Kids are naturally curious. They want to 
understand what is going on around 
them. This pandemic is a current event 
like no other. It presents a unique 
opportunity to explore the intersec on 
between science and society in a way 
that is certain to engage even the most 
reluctant learners. 

The Einstein Project is raising awareness 
of COVID-related instruc onal materials, 
and providing instruc onal support to 
teachers and school districts wishing to 
use these units. 



Revenue 

2019-20 
$614,892 

2018-19 
$1,153,167 

Expenditures 

2018-19 
$1,085,472 

2019-20 
$1,001,461 

At the beginning of 2020, the Einstein Project was in a great posi on in 
our new home in the Brown County STEM Innova on Center with 
upcoming orders from two new school districts and a slate of 
opportuni es for our makerspace. Yet, as the order cancella ons came 
in due to COVID-19, we knew that we were in a good posi on to 
weather the storm. Our previous boards ensured that we were debt 
free and now have the resources to temporarily get us through mes 
like these. Achieving long term financial sustainability will, however, 
remain a top priority for future strategic planning. 

27% 

41% 

30% 

39% 

39% 
22% 

78% 

11% 11% 

74% 

14% 12% 



2020 CONTRIBUTORS 

Bernie & Alyce  

Dahlin 

Georgia Pacific 

Greaf 

Green Bay Preble  
   Op mists Club 

Judy Haevers 

Tim & Julie Harder 

Charles Ha ield 

James Hinckley 

Marilee Jahn 

JT Engineering 

Mark & Melissa Jungwirth 

Nancy Kwaterski 

The Law Firm of Conway,   
   Olejniczak & Jerry, S.C. 

Karmen & Randy Lemke 

Thomas & Bev Lisle 

Allouez Op mists Club 

Jim & Jane Anderson 

Anderson Charitable Trust 

Marguerite Bachhuber 

David Beck 

Avram Berk 

Timothy Campbell 

Nancy Dworak 

John & Lisa Dykema 

Bruce & Diane Fenster 

Foth 

Fox 11 

Bruce Gamble 

Roy & Darlene Geigel  
   Charitable Trust Founda on 

Robert & Sue Mathews 

MCL Industries 

Michael & Ka e  
   Meeuwsen 

Heather Milbach 

Northeast Wisconsin 
   Technical College 

Patrick & Dana Quinlan 

Mark & Patricia Radtke 

Carol Ray 

Sanimax 

Elizabeth Saunders 

Chris ne Seidl 

Dr. Lee J. Siudzinski 

Marilyn Swanson 

Randy & Julie Van Straten 

John & Brenda Warren 

Woodward Radio 



The 2020 Einstein Expo, in a new loca on at the KI 

Conven on Center, a racted almost 2000 individuals 

engaging in hands-on STEM learning at over 70 booths set 

up by area businesses and non-profits.  

In August, Mark Skogen’s Fes val Foods  

celebrated 16 years of support for the Einstein  

Project. The annual golf ou ng for Fes val  

Foods’ vendors, in that me has raised a total 

of over $1.6 million dollars, suppor ng  

STEM educa on in Wisconsin. 



The Einstein Project remains an affordable op on for schools thanks in 
part to the dedica on of our volunteers. The “regulars” who show up 
week-in and week-out throughout the year, were eager to return once 
the Safer at Home Order was li ed. We are blessed to partner with or-
ganiza ons like ASPIRO, Brown County ADRC, and Cura ve Connec ons 
to offer community-based workshop opportuni es for adults with disa-
bili es and employment for people age 55 and older. 

DoÊyouÊhaveÊsomeÊspareÊ meÊtoÊgive?Ê 

SignÊupÊatÊeinsteinproject.org/volunteer  

Average Volunteer  
Hours Per Week 
29.5 (Pre-COVID) 

7.4 (Current) 

EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT 



ON THE HORIZON... 

The pandemic and its impacts  

are not going to hold us down... 

Literacy Kits 

In collabora on with Ahrens Educa on 
Group & Brain Hive, with funding from the 
Cummins Founda on, we are crea ng kits 
of leveled fic on and nonfic on books to 
support our curriculum. Educators can 
provide reading opportuni es that 
compliment student science learning. 

Crea vity Scrimmages 

Innova ve teams need prac ce 
to hone cri cal thinking, 
communica on, and collabora on. 
Crea vity Scrimmages consist of a series of 
challenge prompts and simple materials to 
help flex innova on muscles. Designed for 
teams of 3-7 individuals, these challenges 
are easily adapted for mul ple age groups, 
including adult corporate teams looking to 
improve their game! 

 
LearnÊmoreÊat:Ê 
einsteinproject.org/crea vityscrimmages 



OTHER GIVING OPTIONS 

Tax Refund Pledges 
Employer Match Program 

Legacy Gi  or Planned Giving 

Call our office to learn more… 
920-884-8800 

ConsiderÊanÊin-kindÊ
dona on! 

STEM educa on uses so 
many supplies. Your 
surplus can make a 

difference! 



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 

Goal: $13,000,000 

$1,712,400 

$11,287,600 
Raised 

Short 

Campaign Goals 

 $2,000,000 STEM Curriculum & Programing  - Einstein Project 

 $6,000,000 UW-Green Bay Mechanical Engineering Program 

 $5,000,000 Brown County STEM Innova on Center 

The last $2,000,000 of this campaign is cri cal to building a collabora on 
that provides mul genera onal STEM educa on opportuni es on 
campus, in schools, and throughout the community. This investment will 
ensure that all kids have access to high quality STEM learning 
experiences that can create a pathway to STEM careers in Northeastern 
Wisconsin. 

Help us close this gap to support STEM learning: 920-465-5025 



einsteinproject.org 

920-884-8800 

2019 Technology Way, Room 145 

Green Bay, WI 54311 


